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SUB J : U.S. FERROUS SCRAP EXPORTS 

REF: A. STATE 166798 
B. STATE 171815 

1. EMBASSY OFFICER CALLED MR. KENGO ISHII. DIRECTOR. AND 
MASATAKA NAKANO, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, AMERICAN-OCEANIA DIVISION, 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY BUREAU, MITT, TO DISCUSS INFORMA- 
TION ON IAPANESE SCRAP ORDERS ON U.S. BOOKS PURCHASED BY 
JAPANESE TRADING COMPANIES FOR SHIPMENT TO THIRD COUNTRIES, 

AS REQUESTED REFTEL (A). 

2. MR. ISHII STATED THAT MITI HAD CONTACTED THE JAPANESE 
TRADING COMPANIES INVOLVED, AND CONVEYED THE CONTENTS OF THE 
COOK KINOSHITA LETTER TO THEM. MITI IS COLLECTING REQUIRED 
INFORMATION ON THE JAPANESE PURCHASES FOR THIRD COUNTRIES, 

AND WILL HAVE A COPY AVAILABLE FOR EMBASSY EXAMINATION AND 
TRANSMITTAL TO WASHINGTON WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10. 

3. MR. ISHII STATED HE BELIEVES TOTAL DOCUMENTED ORDERS FOR 
THIRD COUNTRY SHIPMENTS ON U.S. BOOKS WILL NOT EXCEED 500,000 
SHORT TONS. IN VIEW OF STRONG INDUSTRY SENSITIVITIES, MR. 

ISHII ALSO ASKED THAT THE DATA, WHEN FURNISHED TO THE USG, 

BE KEPT IN STRICT CONFIENCE. HE FURTHER STATED THAT MR. COOK 
AGREED THAT THIS CONFIDENTIALITY SHOULD BE MAINTAINED. 
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4. GIVEN THE MITI COMMITMENT TO OBTAIN AND FURNISH THE DATA 
BEING SOUGHT THERE APPEARS TO BE NO NEED FOR AN EMBASSY- 
JAPANESE TRADING COMPANY MEETING AT THIS TIME. MR. ISHII 
STATED THAT IF THE MITI-FURNISHED DATA SHOULD PROVE TO BE 
INSUFFICIENT, MITI WOULD HELP ARRANGE A SUBSEQUENT EMBASSY- 
TRADING COMPANY MEETING TO OBTAIN SUPPLEMENTAL DATA REQUIRED. 

5. EMBASSY WILL SUBMIT MITI-PRODUCED DATA AS SOON AS RECEIVED. 

SHOESMITH 
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